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Partners in Development

Since the birth of Bangladesh as a nation in 1971,

its government has worked in partnership with

Britain towards a common goal: the development of
Bangladesh and a lasting improvement in the living

and working conditions of its 110 million people.

Although its culture is rich and its people resilient,
Bangladesh is one of the world's poorest countries. And
the challenges it faces — high population growth, low levels
of literacy and a shortage of economically useful natural

resources — are complicated by a volatile climate and
difficult terrain.

Water has shaped the Bangladeshi way of life. The country is

one enormous delta, its 144,000 square kilometres crisscrossed
by numerous rivers,

tlood plains, lakes,

marshes and canals. The
rich silty soils and sub-
tropical climate are a

boon to agriculture, and
the delta is under
cultivation for much of

the year. But in a

country where 60 per
cent of the people own

little or no land, relying

on agriculture makes for a precarious existence. And

Bangladesh's greatest resource can work against it, when the
annual monsoons cause catastrophic tlooding or bring cyclones

in their wake.
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British aid to Bangladesh aims to help the country meet its own
objectives for development, which include help for the poorest

people, the balanced use of natural resources, and improved

energy supplies and comrnunications. The health and rapid
growth of the population are areas of increasing concern, as are
education and the involvement of women in development. Most

women in Bangladesh. burdened by the multiple pressures of

community and family duties and work outside the home, need
education and opportunities that are tailored to their specific needs.

Through the Overseas
Development Administration

(ODA), which manages its

aid to developing countries,
Britain has provided over
£650 million to Bangladesh

over more than 20 years.
All British aid is given in

response to requests from
the Government of

Bangladesh; and, since
1974, Britain has given all
direct aid in the form of

grants, so relieving the
government of repayments.
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As just administration and sound economic policies are essentials

for progress, some of ODA's aid to Bangladesh is linked to policy

reform. Balance-of-payment grants - foreign currency which is

used to buy essential imports for industry and agriculture, such as

portable steel bridging, textile machinery and seed - are a case in

point. Since 1971 Britain has given £200 million in such grants.

Britain also channels funds to Bangladesh through:

its financial contributions to international organisations
such as the World Bank, the European Community, the Asian

Development Bank and the United Nations organisations

non-governmental organisations that
work directly with the people of
Bangladesh, including international

NGOs such as Oxfam, Care,
Christian Aid, Save the Children Fund,
and many local NGOs

the British Council in Dhaka, which

provides access to British ideas, talents
and experience, and coordinates a
large training programme

the Commonwealth Development
Corporation, which is Britain's main instrument for distributing
aid to the prívate sector in developing countries.

In 1992 the ODA established an Aid Management Office in
Dhaka to run its programme for Bangladesh. The AMO is staffed

by experts in economics, social development, health and popu-

lation, engineering, natural resources, fisheries and education.
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Living off the Land:
Natural Resources

Bangladesh is one of the smaller South Asian
nations, but also one of the most densely populated
countries in the world. Although characterised by
an immense variety of natural features - including

the extraordinarily fertile central delta, the tea-

growing Sylhet hills to the northeast, the Chittagong Hills
to the southeast and the

Sundarbans or `beautiful forests'
to the south - Bangladesh has
relatively few natural resources.

As the numbers of people in
Bangladesh grow, the more
they rely on natural resources
such as forests and fisheries.
Exploring ways of using these
resources without disrupting
natural balances is central to the

country's development plans.
The Bangladesh Government's
Flood Action Plan, supported

by a World Bank-led group of
international donors, is such a venture. Linked regional plans
for measures both structural (river embankment systems) and

nonstructural (flood forecasting) are being drawn up, and sup-

ported by technical studies. Key to the design of the overall plan

are sustainable management of the country's water resources,
and consultation with local people about the plan's effects.
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A traditional way of life: agriculture
Few countries are as tied to agriculture as Bangladesh. Nearly

two-thirds of its total land area is under cultivation, and 65 per

cent of the people farm or work as agricultural labourers.

Agriculture also makes up more than a third of Bangladesh's

gross domestic product - the total value of all the goods and

services the country provides - and is a significant source of
export earnings. Bangladesh exports more jute - a strong fibre

used in making rope, sacks and carpets - than any other country.

Tea is also important as an export crop, while sugar cane,
potatoes, pulses such as lentils, and oilseeds are raised mainly for
home consumption.

The crop most vital to the country, however, is rice, which takes
up over 80 per cent of Bangladesh's cultivated land. Improved,

high•yielding varieties of rice and new systems of irrigation allow

increased production even during the dry winters. Through the use
of such techniques, the government is close to achieving one of its

goals: self-sufficiency in grains.

Deep tubewell irrigation

Bangladeshi farmers live abo ye one of the best regional aquifers

in the world. Lying up to 100 metres below the surface of the
delta, this layer of sand traps and holds rainwater like a vast self-

regulating reservoir. The aquifer, which is tapped by wells, is a

lifeline for farmers during the dry season. But for people who
farm in areas where the aquifer lies far beneath the surface,

shallow, manually operated wells are inadequate.

o



HAKIM'S VILLAGE

Hakim is seven years old. Along
with the other children in his village
he's been working in the rice fields

for as long as he can remember. He
and his father come out as soon as
it's light, and work until about 11
a.m., when he has something to eat

and goes to school. Hakim likes
working in the rice fields. One day
they could be his.

Hakim's father Bazlu Miah harvests
his main monsoon crop, known locally
as aman, in December, then Jets the
land lie fallow for a month before
planting boro (winter season) rice,
which must be irrigated up to April.
Irrigation is not cheap. Bazlu Miah
pays a cash down-payment of 2100
Taka (about £35) to the cooperative
each season, and then pays a further

fee based on the
result of his crop.

But it's worth it.
He earns a lot from
the boro rice, which

he's come to rely
on, with his growing
family. The well
means that Bazlu

Miah can go on
growing it, and
ensures that all the
harvests are good,
no matter how poor the rains.

It's a lesson in farming he's trying to
teach his boy. If Hakim works at
keeping the irrigation ditches on their
small plot clear, he will have learned a

good lesson for the future.
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From 1983 to 1992 the Government of Bangladesh, the ODA and

the World Bank's International Development Association (IDA)
funded the Deep Tubewell II Project, a scheme for building and

selling 4,000 mechanically pumped deep tubewells to farming

cooperatives. The wells have made it possible for 250,000 people
- over half of them small farmers - to irrigate their land and grow
rice and crops such as vegetables and mustard during winter or
periods of drought. With the help of the Bangladesh Agricultural

Development Corporation and other national agencies, people



BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

have been trained in the skills needed to repair and maintain
equipment, keep accounts and manage credit, all of which can

help them to operate the tubewells sustainably and profitably.

Help for higher yields

Keeping up with developments in agriculture is vital to
Bangladeshi farmers. Many of them have large families to feed
and provide for, and must also play their part in the govemment's

plans for food self-sufficiency by increasing their yields. The

Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), part of the Ministry

of Agriculture, is the farmers' main source of information on
improved farming methods, and over the next five years the

ODA, IDA and USA1D are contributing some £35 million to

support it. DAE staff will be retrained where necessary; contact

between researchers,
extension workers and

farmers will be improved;
and new ways to pass on

information to the farmers

will be explored. Homestead
farming, women's activities
and seed production will

be the focus of special

programmes.



BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

Reviving the tea industry

Bangladesh's tea industry employs more than 100,000 people and

supplies much-needed export earnings. In the early 1970s the

industry suffered badly from the effects of the country's war of

liberation; but from 1979 to 1992 Britain worked with the

European Community to support the Tea Rehabilitation Project

in Sylhet, providing aid for

research and management

training as well as grants for

water supplies, sanitation and

low-cost housing for workers

on the estates. Factories and

methods of harvesting the

tea have been modernised,

and gas is replacing wood -

a scarce resource - for drying

the leaves.
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Harvesting the waters: fisheries
Millions of Bangladeshis rely on fish as their main source of

animal protein. But new flood control measures, the intensification

of agriculture, pollution and other factors have made this

resource much scarcer.

The Government of Bangladesh is now focusing on small-scale

fish farms and stocking of the flood plains to increase supplies

of fish. The ODA supports this effort in a number of ways,

including funds and technical aid for a fish hatchery and aqua-
culture training unit at Parbatipur in northern Bangladesh, which

supplies young stocks of hatchlings and fingerlings, as well as

training, to fish farms.



CHANDA BEEL

Chanda Beel, a wide flood plain
interspersed with canals, lies 40

kilometres south of Faridpur in
Gopalganj District. Hundreds of local
families rely on the beel for a living,
netting carp, puti and kholisha and

selling them for cash.

Like many of Bangladesh's flood
plains, Chanda Beel is no longer the

fish-rich resource it once was. Both
the dramatic increase in population
and environmental factors have
affected the delicate natural balance
of the area, which in turn has meant
a decline in fish. For poor fishing
families, the decline is a disaster.

Other, social factors add to the
hardship. National laws forbid the use
of fine-meshed nets, which haul in
immature fish. Changing over to more
acceptable equipment is barely affor-
dable here, where families are large
and profit margins tiny. Conflicts
with wealthier private landlords over
fishing rights add to the misery.

For Chanda Beel, one solution has
been to try to keep fish populations
artificially high. The Third Fisheries
Project, which operates with World
Bank and ODA funding, involves
restocking the beel with fingerlings

over 30 days old immediately after
the monsoon. In 1992, the project
team released 500 tonnes of carp into

the water - part of their plan to help
poor families get the benefit of a

simple application of modern
aquacultural technology.

Kanchon started fishing Chanda Beel
when he was a boy of 12. Today he's
30 and married, with three boys of his
own. He fishes with four or five of the
nine men who co-own his boat.
Together they net 8 to 10 kilogrammes
of fish a day, going out to the beel at
dawn until midday, and again at
night, to drop 135 metres of seine nets.

What kind of life is it? 'Well, if you're

getting big enough catches, it's okay,'
Kanchon says. 'We get 30 Taka
[about 50p) a kilo for carp, and 20
Taka for puti. If a day's nets are good
enough we can afford to put a bit of
fish aside for the family.'

BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH
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Protecting a fragile
legacy: the environment

Bangladesh's natural environment is one of violent

contrast, with its flood plains and coast alternately

battered by summer storms and dried by the arid
winters. But in recent years, human activity has begun to take its

own, more lasting, toll - particularly in the country's forests.

The forests of Sylhet, Chittagong and the Sundarbans provide
habitats for hundreds of rare species. They are also precious in the

practical sense: the trees keep erosion at bay during the rains, are

a source of commercial products, and provide wood, the traditional
rural fuel. Fuelwood accounts, in fact, for some 75 per cent of the

energy consumed in the country; but as the population grows, so do
energy needs. Ever-increasing pressures on available land pose a

further threat to the forests.

The Bangladeshi Government is now working on a Master Plan that
will provide a blueprint for sensitive management of the country's

forests. In 1985, an ODA-funded project aided this effort by
providing an inventory of all wild species in the Sundarbans, an

important first step in properly conserving them, as well as
discovering medical or other uses for them. As a follow-up, the
ODA is now backing the establishment of a National Herbarium,

where information on native plants will be recorded and preserved.

In addition to its funding for such conservation programmes, the
ODA also ensures that alI new development projects are thoroughly
assessed for their impact on the environment.
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Key to Development:
the People

Bangladesh means latid of the Bengalis', an ancient
people who are a fusion of many different cultures.

But rich as they are in culture, Bangladeshis have
little land. The country has the highest population
density of any in the developing world: 110 million

people inhabit a space the size of England and Wales, and

740, on average, live on a square kilometre of land. Around
Dhaka, the capital, the figure is more than 1,000.

Despite the presence of two other large cities - Chittagong, the
major port, and the commercial centre Khulna - Bangladesh is

overwhelmingly rural. Eighty per cent of the people live in

villages, where several
generations of a family may
occupy each home. Here,

as in the cities, the pressures

on available land may force

people to settle ever further
outward - even to the point

of claiming temporary islets
of silt that form in the Bay of

Bengal. These homesteads,
always precarious, are more
vulnerable than most to the
periodic natural disasters

that sweep the country.
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A growing concern:
health and population

Bangladesh's population is growing at a rate of 2.3 per cent
a year, and the mortality rate for mothers, newborn babies and
infants is also very high. These statistics underline the close

relationship between health and population. In an overcrowded
city or village complex, where there is little or no clean water or
sanitation, conditions such as diarrhoea can spread rapidly. And

if family planning and other health services are inadequate,

fewer men and women wi II have the choice to limit their
families, and populations may continue to grow.

The Government of Bangladesh is tackling these issues with
several programmes. The ODA is providing over £20 million for
the Fourth Health and Population Project, which concentrates on:

improving family planning and mother and child health care
by supporting the organisations involved in those areas -

medical and nursing colleges, NGOs, and the Ministry of

Health's Management Development Unit

backing the development of a Human Resource Development
Master Plan for the health sector

improving efficiency by promoting better economic and
financial analysis of the health budget.

The ODA also funds primary health care through larger national

and international NGOs, such as the Bangladesh Rural

Advancement Committee (BRAC) and Care.

o



BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

A STITCH IN TIME...

Anwara is 19, her husband has left

her for another woman and she is
bringing up a baby on her own in
a broken-down one-room house with
no water or power. Originally from a

tiny rural community 60 kilometres
south of Dhaka, Anwara and her
husband were just one of thousands
of couples leaving a hard life on the
land for what they thought were
money and opportunity in the city.

While this dream failed, Anwara was
determined to do something. So, once
a week, eight women get together in
Anwara's house, where they unload
piles of brightly coloured embroidery
and batik and set to work hand-
stitching the intricate traditional
designs popular in Dhaka's shops
and markets.

The women are trainees taking part
in an unusual project promoting
better healthcare and skills training
for Bangladeshi women. An ODA-
funded project, it is run by the
Bangladesh Population and Health
Consortium, which is based in Dhaka
but operates similar schemes MI over

the country.

The women are learning skills that
will feed them and their children and
help pay the rent. But the project
means much more than that. In poor

areas like the Dhaka slums, good
health and good skills go hand in
hand. Since this project began four-
and-a-half years ago, BPHC has
monitored the health of thousands
of poor Bangladeshi mothers and
children.

The message behind the figures is
clear: teach women how to earn their
own living, and the health of the
whole family improves. Anwara's
group also receives direct advice on
nutrition, hygiene and family
planning, and information on baby
care and vaccination. With these
tools and their new skills, they can
now escape diarrhoea, anaemia and
respiratory diseases - all common in
the poorest communities.
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Tapping potential:
education and training

With nearly half of its population

aged 15 or younger, Bangladesh has

enormous scope for education and
training. But such skills are not
only important for the young.

Literacy and numeracy can change
a person's life profoundly at any
age, broadening their perception of

their world and equipping them for

a fuller and more productive life.

Aware that the success of development activities depends on the

availability of education and a trained workforce, the Bangladeshi

government has set severa! goals for the year 2000:

to raise the national I iteracy rate to at least 62 per cent

by introducing compulsory primary education in January 1993,
to ensure that at least 95 per cent of all children enrol at

school, and that at least 70 per cent of them finish

to bring the number of girls enrolling at primary school up to

94 per cent.

The government is introducing measures to help children aged six

to 14 who have dropped out of school, or have never attended.

NGOs have also developed programmes to address these needs.

o



STREETWISE

A non-formal education programme
currently training 700 street children
in Dhaka has just opened further
centres in Khulna and Chittagong.

The Underprivileged Children's
Educational Programme (UCEP) is
giving practical skills in a range of
trades and handicrafts to children
from the city's poorest families. While

they learn, the students - who first
attend UCEP's non-formal primary
school - receive a trainee's salary and
medical and pastoral care.

The project boasts a high success rate.
It has little trouble with discipline or
truancy, and rarely finds a student
untrainable. Any trainee struggling

with his or her trade simply moves
into another section, and usually
manages to settle down quickly.
These children are lively, bright and
energetic high-achievers. For many,
life before UCEP was prostitution,
theft or simple begging.

Hazera is explaining with great self-
confidence how a shortband radio is

put together, then moves
on to demonstrate the
use of TV components
spread out on her
workbench. 1 have four
brothers and four
sisters,' Hazera says.
'My mother is at home
looking after them. My

father - well, he's sick so
he no longer goes to
work.' 'Honre' sprawls

behind the training
centre - a jumble of cane and jute one-
room shacks shored up with flapping
polythene, a few feet from the ooze of
an open sewer. It's not hard to imagine

why the girls are under-nourished, and
many of their parents too sick to work.

But Hazera's future will be different,
thanks to UCEP. 1 have been here for
17 months,' she explains. 'Before that
I was learning to read, and doing maths
and history. My parents are really
happy that I'm here. With the skills
I'm learning, l'II get a good job and be
able to look after them.'

BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

Supporting better quality primary education, and improving

access to it, are two of the ODA's priorities on education in
Bangladesh. Much of its aid for education and training in

Bangladesh is administered by the British Council in Dhaka.
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The Council works on a number of fronts, including:

the management of training funded directly by Britain

the Technical Education Project, which aims, through training

and curriculum development, to strengthen the capacities of

the Technical Teachers Training College and 20 polytechnics
and so increase numbers of available technicians for industry

a project designed to improve standards of English language
teaching in secondary schools.

Britain provides the most overseas training to Bangladesh. About

350 Bangladeshis each year - an increasing number of them

women - are selected for ODA-funded training in other countries
in South Asia as well as in Britain.

Weaving new lives:
non-traditional industry

Many of Bangladesh's poor face hard lives of labour in the fields;

with no training, they have no other choice. A number of NGOs

in Bangladesh focus on helping these men and women find ways

of linking their skills and potential to alternative paying work.

Promising avenues have opened up, among them textiles and
garment manufacture and handicrafts. Britain helps in this effort
by providing funding to local and International NGOs. In 1992,

for example, the ODA granted £7.8 million to the Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC) to support its setting up

of a special bank to provide credit to landless rural people at
reasonable rates - only one of the ways in which BRAC creates

opportunities for generating income in rural areas.

o
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SILKS AND SARIS 

Would you wear parrot green with

orange and red? Or fuschia with

yellow and white? Taste in colour

and how to combine it varíes hugely

depending on culture and custom.

British artist and designer Penny

James explored the variations when

she helped set up a women's handi-

craft project in Dhaka for Britain's

Voluntary Service Overseas. Women

from the city's poorest homes are

learning techniques that range from

embroidery and tie-dye to block-

printing, using locally produced

cotton and silks. The result is a line

of top-quality clothes and handi-

crafts for sale at home and overseas.

Experimenting with colour but using

traditional Bangladeshi designs and

techniques has produced products

with universal appeal. For the

workers, who mostly operate from

home and are paid by the piece, every

successful experiment means a badly

needed boost to the family income.

grandmothers, and several have been

involved with the project since it was

set up in 1988, after devastating floods

hit the region. 'We looked at what

skills they already had, and offered

them training with a virtual guarantee

of employment afterwards,' says

Penny. They work on a very flexible

basis - some full-time, others part-time

or on a casual basis, according to what

they can do.' With few opportunities

for poor women in Bangladesh, the

benefits of the project are huge -

providing women with self-respect,

friends, and money of their own. 

Most of the women involved in the

project can neither read nor write,

and few carne with any real skills.

They range from teenagers to           
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Framework for Development:
Infrastructure

As industry in Bangladesh expands and diversifies,
so grows the need for a framework capable of

supporting it. But adequate energy supplies, roads

and bridges are needed just as much by individuals
and communities. Still a rarity in rural Bangladesh,

electricity can transform lives and livelihoods, enabling

people to study at night and work longer hours. And on the

flood plains, roads and bridges not only facilitate the transport
of goods, but also case the way for people travelling to
markets and clinics.

Fuelling the future: energy
Bangladesh is now facing the difficult task of meeting the energy

needs of its growing population, while reducing its dependence
on imported fuels and wood from its own forests. The ODA is

helping by providing funds to develop Bangladesh's most

important new source of energy - gas.

Gas reserves in the northeast are currently being developed

under the Second Gas Development Project, to which Britain
has contributed £25 million. At Kailashtilla, the latest gas
project is under way - a £20 million plant with state-of-the-art

equipment capable of processing 90 million cubic feet of gas
each day. Together, these fields fuel concerns ranging from the
tea estates of Sylhet to industry in the capital and Chittagong.

e



POWER FOR GREATER
DHAKA

When oil-powered electricity first
reached east Dhaka in the 1970s,
nobody predicted the growth rate of

Bangladesh's sprawling capital. Migra-
tion from rural areas and a booming
population mean today's Dhaka is a
city of some 7 million, consuming

about one-third of the country's power.

To meet the growing need for reliable
power in a city of this size, the Dhaka
Power Project is extending supplies of
cheaper gas-powered electricity through
the western, most densely populated
side of the city. Now in its third phase
- Dhaka III - the project provides a
lifeline for thousands of homes, institu-

tions and businesses. ODA and Asian
Development Bank money is funding
this lifeline, with Britain supplying
£63.2 million over a four-year period.

Growing industries such as garment
manufacture, brick-making, printing
and steel are already benefiting from
improved services. And strengthening
the city's industry should mean
thousands of new jobs and training
opportunities, desperately needed in
an area where the vast majority of the
people are living on or below the
poverty fine.

New Market in Dhaka was one of the
first commercial areas to benefit from
electricity supplies. Ten years ago,
traders tell you, the power was erratic
- going off for hours or even days at a
time. It was frustrating and bad for
business. Today the supply is steady.
There are perhaps a couple of short
failures a month, rarely lasting longer
than a few minutes. For traders
working with small profit margins,

the improvements have made an
enormous difference.

Abdul's fruit and vegetable business is
open from 5 a.m. to midnight every
day, with five men doing shifts. They
earn around 200 Taka (about £3.60)
a day. Abdul has a big family to feed,
and his profits are tiny once he has
paid his staff. Electricity is vital to his
business - particularly in the winter, as
much of his trading is done after dark.
He pays 400 Taka in electricity charges,
but it's well worth it to pick up evening
and early morning customers.

BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH



ONLY CONNECT...

Piyara, Juleikha and Rashida have
been working together on a truss

bridge construction site for three
months. They rely on their daily wage
of 70 Taka (about £1.25) - reasonable
pay compared to what they could
earn anywhere else. None of them can
read, and they have no specific skills.
The three women do all kinds of jobs
on the site - breaking stones, loading
and shifting baskets of earth. It's a

10-hour shift, with a break halfway

through for food. This is usually rice
or chapattis, with daal or vegetables
if they can afford it. In an area with

few possibilities for employment
available to poor families, the bridge
site is a wonderful opportunity. And
hired labourers are not the only ones
to benefit. Along the roadside
countless shops and kiosks have
sprung up, supplying food, drink,
and household items. The extra trade

is very welcome.
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Bridging the transport gap:
communications

Travel within Bangladesh has always been difficult. The country's

great rivers effectively split it into five sections, none of which is
yet bridged by road; and the ferries that ply the waters are
chronically overcrowded. Seasonal flooding, which impedes road

and railway construction, is a further complication. The move-
ments of people and goods are so hampered by these factors that
they form a major constraint on the country's development.

In 1992, the ODA supplied £15 million for:

the construction of five major bridges on key routes

the design and construction of 24 smaller bridges to serve as

training aids for engineers in the government's Roads and High-
ways Department and local contractors employed on the works.



BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

Humanitarian Aid

Since independence, Bangladesh has suffered a series

of tragic natural disasters. The famine of the mid-
1970s and two severe cyclones during the last decade
caused great loss of life. The cyclones also swept

away crops and livestock, robbing many survivors of

their livelihoods.

While most British aid to Bangladesh targets long-term develop-

ment, the ODA is also equipped to respond swiftly to emergencies
like these through its Disaster Unit. The Unit's essential criterion
for disaster relief is that people are in need and lives may be at

risk, and it is ready year-round to provide grants, supplies or

expertise where they are needed. In these efforts it works together

with the International Committee of the Red Cross, the European
Commission and NGOs such as Oxfam and Care.



REFUGE AND RELIEF

The cyclone of April 1991, which
devastated eastern Bangladesh, was
the worst ever recorded for the area:
138,000 people died; 700,000 hectares
of crops were lost; 6700 schools were
destroyed. Britain supplied £11.5
million to the relief effort.

The ODA and the British High
Commission channelled these funds

to international and local NGOs
working on the spot. The Royal Fleet

Auxiliary Fort Grange was deployed
offshore as part of a maritime task
force, and its helicopters ferried supplies
and disaster workers to places of need.

Beleaguered as it was by the storm, the
Government of Bangladesh was ready
to help the Rohingya - or Burmese
Muslim - refugees who late that year
were beginning to flood in over the
border from the Arakan province of
Burma. Britain has helped the
government's efforts with a total of

million, supplied to the
International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies and the
United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees.

BRITAIN AND BANGLADESH

"PROGRAMA VNIVERS1TARTO DE

ESTUDIOS DE GENERO " - U. N. A. M.
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