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BACKSROUKD

The Uniuérsity of the West Indies hus three campuses on the islands

of Barbudos'. Jamaica,and Trinfdad & Tobago. It has eight (8) faculties

in which teaching and research are conducted and the Institute of

Social and Economic Research, which from its inception, has ‘carriéd out
reseanch_ into Caribbean _prublems. The eight faculties are : Arts and
General Studies, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, 'Ang,ricultung. Education,

Engineering, Law and Medicine.

In 1982, student enrolment in both undergraduate and post-graduate

programmes across the three campuses was 9, 482, Of the number,

51% were men and 49% were women Altnough the number of women- at
- the University of the West Ind'ies now almost equals the number _

 of men, there are few women enrotled in agriculture or engineering.

In 1980, the senior academic and administrative staff numbered 789.

Of these,602 or 77% were West Indians.’ Men far outnumber women in

the academic staff, and in all senior posts.

1 yM.1. : Vice Chancellor Reports 1980, 1983
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The population of the territories served by the University 6f the

West Indies is approximately 5 million, The other University in the
region is in Guyana. There are also various other types of tertiary
level institutions in different CARICOM countries including Teachers'

Colleges, Technical Colleges and Polytechnics and Community Colleges.

The University of the West Indies provides tertiary level education
for approximately 12% of the students who complete elementary

school and five years of secondary education.2 This 12% however,
represents a small number of the age cohort since only a comparatively

small percentage of students complete five years of secondary schooling.

2. WOMEN'S STUDIES IN THE UNIVERSITY OF
THE WEST INDIES

Two departments of the University of the West Indies, both in Barbados,
support women's.$£udies projects. The Institute of Social and Economic
Research {I1.S.E.R.), under its Deputy Director, Joycelin Massiah,
carried out a three-year research project into the lives of Caribbean
women between 1979-1982. Through its Women and Development Unit (“AND)
the Extra-Mural Department, conducts outreach programmes which also

generate data. |

2 This is roughly calculated using the numbers of candidates entered

for CXC and '0' level examinations in 1982.



In 1982, foilouﬁng:a twb-dqy méeting of staff'for the'threé campuses.
convened by WAND, a proposal ‘for. the introduction of Homon s Studies
1nto teaching faculties was. formulated and there is now on each campus

a group co—ordinated.by a campus co-ordinator working towards this goal.

a) Research

It is widely agreed that there is a great need in the region for
reseérch related to women. Over the years, individual researchers have
carried dut:investigdtiOns'into the family and into fertiiity, and

thus have generated relevant data. (Blake: 1975; Clarke: 1957;

Cunper: 1958; 'Poweﬁ: 1975; ‘Roberts & Sinclair 1978; Smith: 1956;

Swith: 1962) B o

- There are also studies on women and work dﬁbddﬂhh 1975 Durant GOnzalez:
1980, 1983; Massiah: 1978, 1982).

However, the first regional:study on Women in the Caribbean was the
1.5.E:R. 1979-82 project, which generated a wealth of data on Qoﬁen in
relation to family, work, education and the law. Male and'femaTé:
perceptions of women and women's roles were also surveyed. The importance
of this prbject iay not only in the-data)it'generated but in six other
major aéhievements The W.1.C. project brought together a multi-
disciplinary team of researchers from across the campuses It identified
short-comnngs in trad1t1onal methods and provided training in the
methodologies used to part-time researchers. It disseminated data to
‘poticy-makers in govérnment and non government agencies and thus tould
influenﬁe policy-making affecting the lives of women, It.ideﬁtified

areas. for further research and last but not least, it provided, for



the first time, a forum where women academics of the three campuses

could meet to discuss common issues and concerns.

The project highlighted, among many other things, the need for planners

to recognise that women head about one-third (3) of all households and were
in effect the 'breadwinners' for their familﬁes. This has implications
for existing types of education, employment and wage and salary structures,
Data also revealed that there are several types of family structure,

that although wdmen were receiving higher levels of education than
hitherto the vast majority opted for traditional occupations. A need

for a "viable harmonized social law reform structure" was identified.

The data also drew attention to woﬁen's ability to identify their

problems and to seek solutions. Above all, the findings revealed

the necessity for examination of sex-role stereotyping, which is

accepted by both women and men; and for consciousness-raising education.
While in many cases accepting complete responsibility Ffor themselves

and their families , women still perceive themselves as inferior to and

subordinate to men,

Other research of relevance to our knowledge and understanding of
sex differences has been carried out by, for example, Hamilton, in

Jamaica,

malwodeno _
Studies on the effects of early esatuyation carried out in Barbados

also have interesting implications for a study of sex differences.

Some of the relevant findings from these studics are that “"behavioural
G a [rukql-v-ll&t«&

deficits associated with prior malnutrition were experienced‘?y boys"

and *lags in physical development during the school years are greater



in girls as they approach pubescence (Ga11or;"Ramsey. Solimano and
Lowell 1983) The roles of nature and of nurture in this process

nead to be examined more carefu11y

A problem faced by rasearchers and teachers is that lack of adequate
facilities for documenting and retrieving research findings. It is a
common experience'to come across reseoroh'findings'relevant to women,
by chance personal contact.

Massiah”(¥§§1§ observes‘that'reiEarch‘reﬁoted to wdnenfisninmﬁon
embryon1c stage and argues that the most serious constraint lies in

the 1nab111ty of the region to fund its o Fesearch (Massiah 1981 19)
Research must however remain the bedrock of teaching programﬁ

b) The Er *ra-Mural Department - Women and
Development Unit (HAND)

. The Extre—MUra1‘Department of the University of the West Indies as its

name implies, onganizes out-neach activities, WAND was established at

the Cave Hill Campus under Tutor/Co-ordinator, Peggy Antrobus. In addition

to 1ts several programmes, WAND has been an important catalyst in the
region in relation to women's issues. The main areas of work undertaken
by WAND are : Institution Building and Support for Organizetions,

Training, 'Mode1-Buildingﬂ Curriculum Development Work and Communication,

WAND points to its'Rose Hall project in the tiny island of St. Vincent,

which has become a model for involving women in the development of a.
rural community, Some of the skills gained in this project were

contributed to LANSAVE (Canadian Save the Children Fund) programme in
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another country, Grenada,to formulate an'income-generating project for

mothers of pré~school children.

WAND's training programmes fall into three categories:

(i) organizational and management skills
(i3) other technical skills
(111) consciousness-raising - awareness-building

i

One of its most successful workshops was a regional workshop in
Innovative Methodologies in Popular Education held in St. Lucia in
March 1983, with participants from Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic,
Haiti and Curacao, as well as the English-speaking Caribbean. The
participants were an unusual mixture of social scientists, artists
and playwrights, teachers and government representatives.

e |
"WARD is also involved inAmaking of curriculum materials to combat
sex-role stereotyping. It co-operates with many regional and non-
regional agencies. The Unit raises all its own funds and over the
five years of its operation has secured nearly US $2 million for its

projects in the CARICOM region.

It has been building its communication section and among its many
publications are - a quarterly Newsletter Woman Speak, developed along

thematic lines; a monthly clipping series Woman Struggle and a

series of leaflets Issues Concerning Women in Development.




- Both I.S.E. R and HAND have been building hbrary collections related_ -

to women's 1ssues and documentation centres

ond _
c) WomenDevelopment Studies
™

In March 1982, on the initiative of WAND, representatives from the
three campuses'of the University of the West Indies and others met
in_Barbados to explore the problems éﬁd strategies of introducing
Women's Studies into the teaching faculfies of the UniverSity of the
West Indies. Since the University of'the West Indies is st ~uctured

on the model of a British University, all courses and programmes have
to be abproVed by a hierarchy.of:university committees beforerthey

can bé offeréd."Déspite this it was discovered that several women
academics_tahght'fheir:coursés from a feminist perspective. This meeting
set up a Working Committee on Women's Studies charged with estab]ishinq
networks.on each of the three campuses and with preparing proposals to

be submitted to the University of the West Indies.

In the year that fo]lowéd, groups keré'set up on each campus. The main
‘activities of these groups have been lecture di#cussiohs. Several teachers
~in different distiplines'are'notlguiding'their stddenté'to seléct reﬁearch

top1cs related to women's studies and meetings have been held with Senior

Univers1ty Adm1nlstrators

The group sees its task as the restructuring of knowledge in various
disciplines, and to this end its major purpose is to pramoté actiVitieS'_
within the University of the West Indies, designed to broadea depart-

mental and facufty curricula.



The Working Committee has recommend/an inter-disciplinary programme with
the major components of teaching research and outreach, Secondly, in
order to benefit from the material generated by the W.I.C.P. and by WAND

the regional programme is to be based at Cave Hill within I,S.E.R.

K proposal for funding is now being prepared.

Women staff of the University of the West Indies have been strengthening
links among themselves and also with University and other Institutions
in N. America and Europe. Our representation at this conference is
partly because we wish to forge links with Latin American institutions

from whom we have so long been separated by the barrier of language.

We recognize that for our development we need to share ideas and

experiences with colleagues from other countries engaged in tasks

similar to ours.

Kathleen[g;ayton
Senior Lecturer
School of Education
University of the West Indies
Cave Hill

BARBADOS

September 30, 1233
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